"Taste of Tuscany" tours
2008 general info and registration form
your questions are welcome
tel: 02–6793052, 052-3860551 (Israel)
fax: 02–6790902

e-mail: tuscany@naomicatering.com 
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Thank you for expressing interest in joining us on one of our tours, known collectively as the "Taste of Tuscany". 

The tours offer:-

· beautiful accommodation in a period villa just outside the magical medieval town of Lucca

· day trips of general and jewish interest – ancient Pitigliano, fabulous Florence, Pisa and its tower (but not only), proud Siena, lovely Lucca, hiking in the Cinque Terre  

· an opportunity to meet some of the remaining local jewish people and hear their fascinating stories
· authentic Tuscan dishes prepared by renowned local chefs
· unlimited wine - Chianti rosso and rosso di Montalcino
· the world's best ice cream and coffee

· shopping in the markets and towns
· cooking lessons, led by maestre Gabriella and Christina of the scuola di arte di culinaria "cordon bleu" of Florence 
· cycling for fun – a "must" around the walls of Lucca
· visit to olive oil producer, winery

kashrut: a mashgiach tmidi will represent the Chief Rabbi of Florence, Rabbi Yosef Levi; we use regular milk, NOT chalav yisrael. 

all included in the price 
2750 euro per person sharing

(2600 euro for those whose reservation forms are received before Nov 15, 2007)

"Taste of Tuscany"

typical itinerary and program (based on Friday arrival)
subject to change - due to any one of a hundred italian variables
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friday: 0900 depart Rome airport (FCO) 
             light snacks will be available on the bus
1130 arrive Pitigliano "little Jerusalem" 

this striking cliff-top village was formerly home to a thriving jewish community – we'll visit the ghetto with its synagogue and museum 
picnic lunch in square 
1600 arrive lucca 
if there is time before shabbat, we may have our first look at this beautiful city, surrounded by magnificent walls
kabbalat shabbat and dinner in the villa san michele

shabbat: 0900 coffee and cake 

0930 davening, with or without Minyan

1100 kiddush

1130 short walk in beautiful area around villa 
1300 full shabbat lunch 
1430 rest in villa 

before the end of shabbat walk into lucca (about 45 minutes) and join the locals in their "passeggiata" walk along the boulevard around the top of the walls and see the sun set over the hills
supper will be served before or after the walk into lucca depending on the time of year
sunday: 0730 breakfast

0815 depart for florence by train from lucca 0830 and/or minibus

1015 guided tour of florence (firenze) 
statue of david, duomo, piazza della repubblica, Ponte vecchio and famous synagogue 

1430 picnic lunch
1530 piazzale Michelangelo / free time

we'll drive over the river arno and up the hill to see the magnificent panoramic view; or explore the art galleries, markets and stores
1700 depart florence

those wishing to stay longer in florence may return on the 1908 train and meet us in lucca for a ride back for dinner

1915 mini opera in Lucca

2100 dinner in villa san michele

monday: 0830 breakfast

0915 depart for Barga
en route, we'll stop to see the extraordinary 1000 year old Ponte del diavolo; we'll continue the uphill drive to the medieval town of barga where we'll climb the winding narrow streets to the duomo at the top of the village to breathe the clean air and enjoy the 360º panorama
1300 picnic lunch in Barga
1400 visit to Villa Torrigiani

the Lucca area is famous for its aristocratic villas, each with its own story; this is one of the most interesting and we'll be able to tour both inside the villa and in the gardens
1630 cooking lesson

in our kitchens in the villa san michele, this is your first session with the maestre Gabriella and Christina of the internationally acclaimed Florence cordon bleu cookery school 

2000 dinner

2130 Pisa by night
no trip would be complete without seeing the tower – and we visit "after hours" when the stalls of kitsch are closed and most of the tourists are gone; jewish Pisa is also a feature of this trip
tuesday: 0745 breakfast

0830 depart for La Spezia, gateway to the Cinque Terre
1000 train La Spezia - Cinque Terre 

we take a short train journey 1007 to Manarola from where we enjoy a one-hour hike along the coast to Corniglia; from there we take another 4-minute train 1128 to the pretty town of Vernazza; after a coffee here we return by train 1244 to la spezia for a short trip to the gorgeous fishing village Portovenere for a picnic lunch

1630 cooking lesson 
2000 dinner
wednesday: 0745 breakfast

0830 depart for san gimignano and siena

1030 arrive at San Gimignano

free time to explore the famous town of spires – climb to the top, see the stores, enjoy a coffee, take lots of pictures

1200 visit agriturismo Bibbiano 
producers of wine and oil and a thriving vacation rental business with the ultimate view
1230 picnic lunch

1315 leave for siena

1400 Siena

visit the famous piazza del campo, home of the palio horse race, the beautiful synagogue, still active and, if we are lucky, meet one of the community's leaders

1630 leave siena

1800 cooking lesson
2100 final dinner

thursday: breakfast as required

Lucca town, cycling on and off walls

delivery to Pisa airport as required for flights to Rome, Milan, London, Liverpool and New York

not included in the price of your trip

· flights: most (but not all) tours run from Friday a.m. to Thursday p.m. You will be met at Rome Fiumicino airport Friday 0900; the following Thursday, we will bring you to Pisa Galileo Galilei airport to catch flights to Rome, Milan, London, Liverpool or New York.
· "serious" cycling: you are welcome to take advantage of the magnificent cycling terrain near Lucca. We will arrange cycling with highly experienced guides and with professional bikes, with trips to take your breath away (pun intended), at a level of difficulty to be agreed with each participant.
· spending money for shopping: Lucca's stores are gorgeous and not overpriced as the town is not too touristy. The village markets of Tuscany are a must. Free time will be given in Siena, Florence and San Gimignano for you to choose whether to sight-see or spend!!

· upgrades: deluxe rooms (DLX), and single occupancy are available at an additional price (see below).

· extensions: if you wish to arrive in Lucca before the trip commences or (more commonly) stay for a few days after, on a kosher full board basis, this is usually possible. If you wish to spend time in Rome before the tour of Tuscany, or you are worried about a delay in your flight's arrival time, we recommend you stay in a hotel by the airport the night before the Tuscany tour starts. We cannot wait for late arrivals (unless an entire group arrives together) as it is unfair to other guests. The cost of "catching up" is MUCH greater than the cost of a night at the airport hotels!!
· insurance: all clients should be aware that while all efforts are made to avoid any problems before during or after your trip, Naomi carries no insurance for your health or luggage. While using the services only of registered suppliers, we recommend that you purchase fully comprehensive travel insurance as Naomi cannot be held liable for any mishaps during your stay.
· tips: at your discretion 


please note, with the exception of what is written above, the programs are all-inclusive; from the moment you land in italy, until the moment you leave, every drink, every entrance fee, and every journey is included in the price of the program. you will only need money for shopping and tips at your discretion.  
▲►▼◄▲►▼◄▲►▼◄▲►▼◄▲►▼◄
in addition to these programs, we will be pleased to tailor a week in Tuscany for your group according to its needs and preferences. 
so if you are planning a family gathering, a club or synagogue trip, a business promotion, a charity fundraiser, a bar/bat-mitzvah, a wedding or any other specific group activity, contact us. you'll have the best vacation ever!!!
▲►▼◄▲►▼◄▲►▼◄▲►▼◄▲►▼◄
spring 2008 dates
♥ February 8-14 ♥ March 13-19 ♥ May 9-15♥
if, during these dates, you wish to enjoy full board accommodation only

(without joining our day-trips or activities),

the price, per couple sharing, is 550 euro per night

▲►▼◄▲►▼◄▲►▼◄▲►▼◄▲►▼◄
Registration  2008
Please fill in the following information, sign on BOTH pages and fax to: 972-2-679-0902

	Full program / full board accommodation only (please delete one)                                   

	Dates requested
	From: 
	To:  

	Arriving from/to (city, country): 
	From:
	To:    

	Persons included in reservation:

	1: Name:  Family, First                 

	    Date of birth:
	Fixed telephone:

	    Mobile telephone:
	Mobile telephone in Italy:

	    Passport issued by (country):   
	

	    Passport number:
	Place of Birth:

	2: Name:  Family, First                 

	    Date of birth:
	Fixed telephone:

	    Mobile telephone:
	Mobile telephone in Italy:

	    Passport issued by:                 
	

	    Passport number:
	Place of Birth:

	3: Name:  Family, First                 

	    Date of birth:
	Fixed telephone:

	    Mobile telephone:
	Mobile telephone in Italy:

	    Passport issued by:                 
	

	    Passport number:
	Place of Birth:

	4: Name:  Family, First                 

	    Date of birth:
	Fixed telephone:

	    Mobile telephone:
	Mobile telephone in Italy:

	    Passport issued by:                 
	

	    Passport number:
	Place of Birth:

	Total number of rooms required:        
	1 / 2

	Single supp.+ €40 per night per room:   
	0 / 1 / 2 rooms
	

	Deluxe room, + €65 per night per room  
	0 / 1 / 2 rooms
	

	Credit card details:
	Type:      
	Expiry:  

	
	Card no:   

	Comments:




I have also read "the legal stuff" below and accept your terms.

Signature: 


_____________________________________
Printed name:_____________________________ Date:   _____________    
the legal stuff
	Payment – your credit card will act as security deposit only. Payment in full in Lucca is to be by check ($, €, £, nis) or in cash. All prices are in euros. Receipt  of  registration form guarantees price for service requested and no increases will occur.

	Travel Arrangements – Lucca is located 15 miles from Pisa International Airport which has direct flights from Rome, Milan, NY and other European cities. Our program prices include pick-up at Rome; drop off at Pisa airport.

	Extending Your Stay – Lucca is superbly located for any visit to Tuscany.  The estate itself offers a wide range of amenities (swimming pool, hiking, extensive grounds and gardens) available to all guests. Accommodations can be made for those wishing to arrive earlier or depart later than the program dates; please ask at the time of your booking.

	Cancellations and Refunds – Naomi  reserves the right to cancel any program for any reason. If a program is cancelled, all monies will be refunded and such refund will release Naomi from any liability. In order to cancel your registration, you must send written notification. Monies paid by you will be refunded less a cancellation fee determined as of the date Naomi receives your written notice.
Cancellation fees are:
30 days or more before program date, no charge;
15-30 days before course date, €500 pp;
less than 15 days  before course date, 100% of cost of trip.

NAOMI HIGHLY RECOMMENDS THE PURCHASE OF COMPREHENSIVE TRAVEL INSURANCE TO COVER CANCELLATION FEES, OUTLINED ABOVE, WHICH WILL BE CHARGED REGARDLESS OF THE REASON FOR CANCELLATION. ADDITIONALLY, NAOMI CARRIES NO INSURANCE FOR  ANY MEDICAL EXPENSES, LOST LUGGAGE, OR OTHER DAMAGE OR LOSS THAT MAY OCCUR TO ANY PARTICIPANT HOWEVER CAUSED. 

	Responsibility - Initial registration indicates agreement with all terms and conditions as stated in this document. Naomi reserves the right to make any curriculum or itinerary changes whenever, in its sole judgment, conditions warrant. Naomi shall not be liable, directly or indirectly, for any injury, death or damage for any reason whatsoever, including but not limited to war, acts of God, weather, strike, detention, delay, airline or other travel-related circumstances. Naomi also reserves the right to accept or refuse any person as a course participant. No refund is applicable if a participant is asked to leave. Naomi is not responsible for any belongings damaged, lost or left behind by participants.


I accept the terms above _________________________________






